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A Children's Guide to God
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As we listen to parables we ask, “Are there times

about growing crops and could apply

these ideas to their own lives.

Jesus points to Himself as the ‘Sower £
of the Good Seed' next Sunday, but »
today He focuses on different ‘soils’

when | don't understand and just yawn instead of
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St. Camillus de Lellis (1550-1614; memorial, July Jesus compared faith to a mustard V N
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saw the suffering of others and had a conversion

of the heart. He rose above his own pain and
reached out to care for the suffering of others.
Becoming a priest, he founded an order largest of trees

dedicated to the care of the sick, fully using the with nurturing. For Catholics, faith is not simply

M Works of Mercy to which we are believing that God exists. It is trusting God so deeply
| all called: “The works of mercy are that we respond to Him.

charitable actions by which we Faith reminds us to put one foot in front of the other

| come to the aid of our neighbor in when we are afraid. It helps us to see another’s need

N his spiritual and bodily necessities. ..." and reach out to them. It urges us to get out of bed

(CCC 2447) We, too, become more in the morning when we are filled with sorrow. Faith is

selfless when we help others. the kind of trust that prompts us to act.What has faith

helped you to do?



Throughout this time in our salvation history,
before any kings were appointed, there were also
examples of strong and faithful people...

Once, a famine in Judea had forced Naomi and her
husband to move to Moab, on the other side of the
Jordan River, to find food. While there, though, the
worst happened. Naomi's husband and her two sons
died. Naomi decided to return home, giving her sons’

wives a decision to
make. One daughter-
in-law remained in
Moab, but, the other,
Ruth, refused to
leave Naomi's side,

g returning with her
to Bethlehem, saying, “for where you go | will go.”
There, Ruth met a man, Boaz, and married him. In
this union, Ruth became the grandmother of Jesse,

Models of Faithfulness

and the great-grandmother of David!
Just as faithful was another woman of the Old

Testament, Hannah. Sad
that she had no children,
she prayed mightily, asking
the LORD for a son whom
she would then dedicate
to God. God blessed her

request and Hannah had a son named Samuel.

One night, as a child in the Temple, Samuel heard
someone call his name, ‘Samuell’ He ran to Eli, his
teacher, thinking it was he who called. But it was
not Eli. After the third call, Eli realized it was God
who was calling Samuel. Eli told Samuel to answer
the next time, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”
Samuel did and became a key servant of God.

Ruth, Hannah, and Samuel remain great models to
us all of faithful followers of God.

Tugboat Challenge

Put the letters of the correct answer on the lines next to their description.

I. Parables found in Chapter |3 of Matthew's Gospel A. Faith

2. Faithful followers B. Parables of the Kingdom
3. A total trust C. Ruth, Hannah, and Samuel

4. Sometimes uses farming images to make a point
about what happens in a person’s life

D. Works of Mercy

E. The ‘rich soil

5. Acts by which we help our neighbor
F. Parable

6. The ones who understand God’'s Word
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