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   “Thy kingdom come” is the second petition appearing in the 

Our Father. The word for kingdom has also been translated as 

“kingship” or “reign” (CCC 2816), and, as we’ve seen (Iss. 20), 

the answer to this plea started with Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem 

on what we celebrate as Palm Sunday. “This petition, ‘Marana 

tha,’ is the cry of the Spirit and the Bride: ‘Come, Lord Jesus!’” 

(CCC 2817) For a people separated from their home and Father 

by sin, this petition is perhaps the most  mournful of the 

petitions and expresses our longing for reunion. 

    For the early Christian, a feeling of being a ‘sojourner’ with 

no home was accentuated by not being granted official 

recognition by the Roman Empire. When a people were not 

officially recognized, they were not given the same rights as 

those who had a homeland (e.g. the Jewish people were 

recognized). Those without official status, the paroikoi, would 

be expected to offer sacrifice to the local gods when living in that 

jurisdiction. The earliest Christians saw this as idol worship and 

would not betray their God. This caused problems with authorities 

in their chosen cities. 

    In a letter written in maybe the 100s, an unnamed Christian 

tried to explain these Christians to someone named Diognetus: 

“For the Christians are distinguished from other people neither by 

land, nor language, nor customs… Every foreign land is their 

homeland, and every homeland a foreign land.” (see website) To be 

a wandering people, without land or culture, would normally be a 

death knell for a people. Yet for those who followed Christ, a new 

home was forged and protected  as they traveled. Home was found 

in the breaking of the bread; they lived with their eyes  always on 

the heavenly kingdom, their home. When someone says ‘h ome’ to 

you, what comes to your mind? Where does your longing lie?  

      

 

    Small pox came to the New World as European colonizers and 

missionaries made their way from coastal settlements into the 

vast inland forests. The native peoples were defenseless against 

this killer as entire villages were infected, their populations 

halved, and the survivors often hideously scarred. Such was the 

fate of the village of Ossernenon on the Mohawk River (now 

Auriesville, N.Y.).  

    Many inhabitants including the chief, his Christian Algonquin 

wife, and their infant son died. Their four  year old daughter 

Tekakwitha survived, face disfigured with scars and vision 

impaired. Adopted by her anti-Christian uncle who succeeded as 

chief, she lived as a pagan Mohawk until visiting Jesuit 

missionaries convinced the 12 year old Takakwitha of the truth 

of the Faith. But she did not request baptism until age 19, taking 

the name Kateri (Catherine). She had to flee religious 

persecution to the mission of St. Francis Xavier de Sault  in 

Quebec. Taking a vow of perpetual virginity, she committed 

herself to charity, devotion to the Blessed Sacrament , and love 

of the rosary.  

    She died at age 24 on April 17, 1680. Devotion to her began 

immediately among the native people as word spread of the 

miraculous event at her death. Her face, scarred in life by small 

pox, became ‘smooth and fresh’, a sign to all of God’s love for 

Kateri Tekakwitha. She was canonized as the first Native 

American saint on October 21, 2012 by Pope Benedict XVI.        

 

     Are there more ‘books’ that make up the gospels? 

Someone told me there were more than four.                 

                                       Signed,  

                                  Just Counting 
                                                          

Dear Counting, 

      Let me assure you that there are just four canonical 

(genuinely inspired) Gospels , listed in the traditional order 

of composition, (although, this is still debated) . We often 

refer to these as the four books of the Gospels. However, 

another definition of the word ‘book’ is ‘major division’ of a 

literary work. Also, Gospels, like novels , have ‘chapters’. 

The Gospels were divided into chapters by Stephen 

Langton, Archbishop of Canterbury, in the 13th Century.  

    Later, biblical scholars examining the 28 chapters of 

Matthew saw a structural plan unique among the 

Evangelists. There are five distinct groupings or ‘books ,’ 

each consisting of a narrative that sets the stage for a major 

discourse by Jesus. The bookends to these five are the 

Infancy Narrative and the Passion and Resurrection 

Narrative. And, interestingly, like no other gospel, Matthew 

contains more than one hundred quotes from or references 

to Old Testament books! So your friend did hear correctly 

that there could be more ‘books’ of the Gospel, just not in 

the way we usually think about them. (see website). Keep 

the faith!                                                  ~Fr. Thom 

 

Chasing Holiness 

SAINTS PRESERVE US! 
Dear Fr. Thom,  
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    A ‘parable,’  (Greek, parabole, a comparison) is “a 

characteristic feature of (Jesus’) teaching.” ( CCC 546) The story 

doesn’t always have an obvious meaning. By wrapping up 

certain truths into a story, Jesus  provides the listener with a 

message and a way of remembering it. This in turn allows the 

listener to mull it over throughout the day, allowing it to take 

root and give rise to wisdom and understanding… or not!  

    There seems to be something about the parable as a form of 

communication that keeps the one listening from 

understanding if they are on ‘the outside.’ (Mt. 13:11, 13; see 

Mark 4:12) Presumably, the ones on the ‘outside’ are the ones who 

have not taken Jesus’ more direct teaching to heart and, instead, 

rejected it. We are brought back to the ever-present puzzle: Does 

understanding and knowing bring about faith? Or, does faith bring 

about understanding, and knowing? Matthew and Mark both seem 

to hold to the latter position. 

       While Matthew’s gospel offers twenty nine parables, Mark’s 

gospel offers only ten. Luke’s gospel weighs in with the most: 37! 

The three synoptic gospels (those with a ‘common view’) clearly 

offer a great deal of knowledge and understanding for the one who 

believes! 

 

      

     

    This Tuesday is the feast day of St. Bonaventure (1221-1274 

A.D.), a theologian and doctor of the Church. He was named 

John, but legend has it that when very ill as a small child, his 

mother begged Francis of Assisi to heal him. St. Francis was 

said to have seen young John’s future greatness in a vision 

and exclaimed, “O Buono ventura!” (“O, good fortune!”). 

Bonaventure went on to recover, grow up, and become a 

Franciscan as well, where he became close friends with a guy 

named Thomas Aquinas (a Dominican priest)! 

    St. Bonaventure made great contributions to the theology of 

the Church, always trying to bring together faith and reason. 

So great was his work that he even made it into the 

Catechism: “St. Bonaventure explains that God created all 

things ‘not to increase his glory, but to show it forth and to 

communicate it,’ for God has no other reason for creation 

than his love and goodness…” (CCC 293) This description of 

God as creator further illustrates the first sentence of our 

Creed. It assures us that the glory of God and the happiness of 

man is found in a God that does not ‘need’ anything. It is only 

when one does not ‘need’  that others are allowed total 

freedom. Never fear! This is a God who never coerces. 

    St. Bonaventure was known as “the Seraphic Doctor” 

because he used the image of the Seraph (plural, Seraphim), 

the highest of the nine ranks of angels. The word Seraphim 

comes from the word ‘to burn,’ which describes the nature of 

this being’s fiery love. The Seraphim are pictured with three 

sets of wings, two covering the eyes, two covering the feet, and 

two used to fly (see Isaiah 6:1-3). Although flight with one’s 

eyes covered does give one cause to pause, this heavenly 

creature is pictured as always next to God. Bonaventure uses 

the six wings of the Seraphim as a metaphor to describe the 

six steps of climbing to God. This is a spiritual path that 

outlines union with God for everyone. 

    Bonaventure’s work to bring reason and faith together has 

offered us all a way to be with God: O, Buono Ventura! 

  

     Parables are said to be stories with slightly veiled 

meanings, or messages and truths not always available to 

everyone. Yet, sometimes the message seems pretty 

straightforward. The first parable today describes different 

types of ground where seed is scattered~ on paths (where it is 

eaten), on rocky ground (where it grows quickly and is then 

scorched), and amongst the thorns (where it is choked out).  

    Those involved with the harvest would understand this. 

Good soil is required to support the growth of the seed , 

especially for wheat, which made better dough for bread than 

did barley. Good land was at a premium at this time, and 

growth in these fields was very carefully protected. “Between 

November and January, seed was scattered and then plowed or 

hoed to bury it.” (italics added; see website) Even then, 

scarecrows -both live and manmade- were employed to protect 

the seeds and young plants. Even with good soil , more was 

required for success! 

    What is often overlooked, especially today when so few are 

involved in farming, is this  sheer amount of work, care, and 

protection required for a good harvest after the planting. 

Taking this comparison into our own lives, how do we 

cultivate the seeds of faith, in others and ourselves? Once the 

Word is planted, it must be plowed under (taken in), watered 

and tended (strengthened by community and the sacraments), 

and protected from predators (kept by us, through prudence, 

from evil doers). Only in hard work can we hope to gather in a 

fruitful harvest. 

    Parables have many levels of meanings from the literal to 

symbolic. The details of the imagery must be carefully 

considered to get the full picture. 
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What’s In A Word?  
  


